PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION
Psalm 72:1-9, 11, 18
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the
royal son! 2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and your
poor with justice! 3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the
people, and the hills, in righteousness! 4 May he defend the cause
of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children of the
needy, and crush the oppressor! 5 May they fear you while the sun
endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 6
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that
water the earth! 7 In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace
abound, till the moon be no more! 8 May he have dominion from
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth! 9 May desert
tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! 11 May
all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 18 Blessed be
the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.

T Order of Divine Worship T
OPENING RESPONSIVE PRAYER
P Lord, we gather in Your presence to hear Your Holy Word. Grant that
through the hearing of this Word we may be brought to repent of
our sins, believe in Jesus Christ in life and in death, and grow day by
day in grace and holiness. Hear us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
HYMN: TLH #129

“Hail, Thou Source of Every Blessing”

P In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:
We come before God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from conception.
In countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to
be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your

guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength
to live according to His will!
C Amen!

LORD, HAVE MERCY and GLORY TO GOD

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your
only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith,
to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING – Isaiah 60:1-6 Arise, shine, for your
light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen
upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the

brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they
all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the
praises of the LORD.
EPISTLE READING – Ephesians 3:1-12 For this reason I, Paul, a
prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles-- 2 assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to
me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my
insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to
the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I
was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was
given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very
least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created
all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness
and access with confidence through our faith in him.
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is a summary of Christian faith as taught by the Apostles. We boldly
confess what God has taught us to believe.

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and
the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: TLH #126:1,4,5

“Arise and Shine in Splendor”

SERMON – John 8:2-11 Early in the morning he came again to the
temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them.
3
The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been
caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him,
"Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in
the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you
say?" 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge
to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to
them, "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a
stone at her." 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the
ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one,
beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the
woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her,
"Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She said,
"No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and
from now on sin no more."

Jesus is the Master of Justice and Mercy

I. While the Law Declares NO ONE is Righteous
II. Jesus Justifies ALL sinners

-Sermon written by Pastor Stefan Sonnenfeld of Faith in St. Louis.

OFFERTORY

SERMON HYMN: WS #718:1,4,5

“O Jesus, King of Glory”

- OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS –

Followed immediately by the Offering Hymn printed below:

OFFERING HYMN: TLH #442:2 “Lord of Glory, Who hast Bought Us”
C Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to yield Thee- Gladly, freely, of Thine own;
With the sunshine of Thy goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by Thee, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed 'Tis to give than to receive.

PRAYER and the LORD’S PRAYER
THE BENEDICTION:
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26).

P The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine

upon you and be gracious unto you; The LORD lift up His
countenance upon you and give you His peace.
C Amen!
CLOSING HYMN: TLH #134

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

T Announcements T
The January Schedule has
been rearranged. Due to Pastor’s
absence today, communion will
be moved to January 21st.
Related to this, we will also be
moving the normal fellowship
snack to the 21st. And to include
those who can normally only
attend on a communion Sunday,
the Quarterly Voters’ meeting
and Ladies of Immanuel will also
meet on January 21st.

Looking Ahead…






Jan 1-11: Pastor out of Town
Jan. 7: Trustees and Council
Jan. 14: Orlando Service
Jan. 21: Communion,
Fellowship Snack, Voters
Meeting, Ladies of Immanuel

Last Week (12/31) Winter Haven –

Offering and attendance information will be in next week’s bulletin
January Usher: Seger | Acolyte (1/14): Mason G.
| Cleaner (1/13): Ireland

CLC Missions Prayer List
Nepal – Sanju Bhitrakoti, Raju’s wife was diagnosed with
gestational diabetes. She has been admitted to the hospital twice
over the past couple of months. Most recently she spent twelve
days being treated with medication and an IV. They are expecting
their baby on January 15.
Tanzania – Pastor Nathanael Mayhew (CLC Bd of Missions
secretary) and Missionary Ohlmann will be leaving for a three week
visitation to Tanzania on January 8th. They will spend time visiting
and training pastors in the Arusha, Moshi, and Makanya districts.
There will also be hosting a general pastoral conference in Moshi.
They will also visit new contacts in Dar es Salaam.
D.R. Congo – The CCLC has purchased land for the Holy Trinity
Lutheran Bible Institute and has begun making bricks for the
construction of a new building. This building will be built in phases
over the next few years. This project will be partially funded

through a grant from the CLC Mission Development Fund.
Eventually the building will provide classrooms, library, offices, and
dormitories for students preparing for the ministry. There are
currently seven students enrolled in the three year program.
Zambia – Pastor Ibrahim is considering the possibility of moving
from Lusaka to Livingstone so that he can spend more time training
the pastors and leaders there.
India/Asia – The CLC-India, BELC-India, CLC-Myanmar, National
Lutheran Church of Myanmar, and the Himalayan CLC of Nepal are
all making preparations for the 2018 Joint Asia Pastoral Conference
scheduled for early February. This conference will be held in
Nellore where the BELC has a congregation. Pastor Tim Daub is
making plans to attend as well. Missionary Ohlmann will be in India
during this time and will also be privileged to attend.
Myanmar – Part-Time Visiting Missionary David Koenig and
Missionary Ohlmann are making plans to visit Myanmar in late
February. Seminars will be held with both church bodies that we
work with in Myanmar. The National Lutheran Church is located in
Yangon on the South-East border and the CLC-Myanmar is located
on the South-West border.
Nepal – Following the Myanmar visit, Missionary Ohlmann will be
in Nepal for a few weeks in early March to work with the pastors
and leaders of the HCLCN.
Individuals in Senegal, DR Congo, Haiti, Zimbabwe, and Bangladesh
continue formal Online Theological Studies correspondence
courses.
Missionary Ohlmann – will be traveling
to Tanzania, India, Myanmar, Nepal,
and Haiti to work with pastors and
leaders over the next few months.

For more information about the various CLC Missions
that we help support, visit www.lutheranmissions.org.

