
  



PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION Ps. 45:1-7 
1 I love you, O LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock and my 
fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 3 I call upon 
the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my 
enemies. 4 The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of 
destruction assailed me; 5 the cords of Sheol entangled me; the 
snares of death confronted me. 6 In my distress I called upon the 
LORD; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my 
voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. 

T Order of Divine Worship T 

OPENING PRAYER 

HYMN: WS #717 “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.   

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:  
We come before God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness. 

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve Him as His dear children.  But we have disobeyed Him and 
deserve only His wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our 
sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from conception. In 
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be 
called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according 
to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin and take away my guilt.  

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all 
your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has 
removed your guilt forever.  You are His own 
dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to His will!   

C Amen!  



INTROIT Ps. 72:1-2, 10-11 
 

A collection of passages that set the tone for the service. 

P Behold the Lord, the ruler, has come, and the kingdom and the power 
and the glory are in His hand.  

C Give the king Your justice, O God, and Your righteousness to the 
royal Son.  

P May He judge your people with righteousness, and Your poor with 
justice. 

C May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render Him tribute; 
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!    

P May all kings fall down before Him, all nations serve Him! 

 LORD, HAVE MERCY and GLORY TO GOD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

P Let us pray. … and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  



OLD TESTAMENT READING – Isaiah 60:1-6 Arise, shine, for your 
light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2 For 
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen 
upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come 
from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those 
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and 
shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

GOSPEL READING – Matthew 2:1-12 Now after 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him." 3 When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told 
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 
"'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.'" 7 Then Herod summoned the wise 
men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 
me word, that I too may come and worship him." 9 After listening 
to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they 
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 



gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 
by another way.  

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH     The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose 
kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 



HYMN: Below “The Star Proclaims the King is Here” 



SERMON – Romans 3:23-31 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what 
kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we 
hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is 
God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of 
Gentiles also, 30 since God is one-- who will justify the circumcised by 
faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow 
the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the 
law.   

Jesus Reveals God’s Gifts of Grace 
I. The gift of divine forbearance 

II. The gift of Christ as propitiation 

III. The gift of saving faith 

OFFERTORY  WS p.16 
In this prayer we OFFER God our hearts, asking Him for that best of all gifts, the Holy Spirit. 

C  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from Your presence. Take not Your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. 
Uphold with Your Spirit free.  

HYMN: TLH #129 “Hail, Thou Source of Every Blessing” 

- OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS – 
Followed immediately by the Offering Hymn printed on the next page: 

OFFERING HYMN: TLH #788:1 “Lord, You Love…” 

C  Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and 
hand Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. 
Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true 
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You.  



PRAYER and the LORD’S PRAYER Sung to tune of TLH #552 

C 1. Father in heaven, holy be Your name. Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done the same On earth as it is done in heav’n above. 

 Our Father, bless Your children with Your love. 

2. Our daily bread provide for us each day. As we forgive, so take our 
sins away. In time of tri-al, saving Lord, be near, From every evil our 
Deliverer. 

3. Yours is the kingdom; over all things reign. Yours is the pow-er; 
all things You maintain. Yours is the glory, sound it forth again. For-
ever and for evermore. Amen! 

 Order of Holy Communion  

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you.    
P Lift up your hearts! 
C We lift them up to the Lord!  
P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God: 
for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You 
have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You 
and saying:  
  



WORDS OF INSTITUTION  Lk. 22:19-20; Mt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took 
bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave 
it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant 
in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always!    

THE DISTRIBUTION Approach at the usher’s direction. 

P Take and eat. This is the true body of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
given into death for your sins.  

 Take and drink. This cup is the true blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

 May this body and blood strengthen and preserve you in the true 
faith, unto life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen.  

Please Note: The Lord's Supper is described in 1 Corinthians 
11:23-32 as a most precious medicine for the soul. Like all 
medicines, of course, it must be used at the right time for the 
right purpose by the right person, lest it do more harm than 
good.  That is one reason we ask our visitors...please 
speak to the pastor before you commune with us.  Thank you! 
 



P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness. 



THE BENEDICTION:   
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26).  

P The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you; The LORD lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you His peace.    

C Amen!  

HYMN: WS #773 “Rise, Shine, You People!” 

T Announcements T    

Delores Seger has been 

transferred to hospice care in 
Auburndale. We ask you to keep 
her and her family in your prayers 
as her days grow short. 

CLC KINSHIP Committee is 

seeking sponsors to support 
overseas orphans and seminary students. Opportunities are expanding in 
these important fields but can only expand as fast as our financial support 
allows. One example is the Congregation Confessionnelle Lutheranienne 
Du Congo (CCLC). The CLC-sponsored seminary in the Congo is hoping to 
expand their enrollment to fifteen students from their current 
enrollment of seven. There are eight men waiting to enroll, but we need 
sponsors to make that enrollment possible. This particular sponsorship is 
$40/month.  For more information please see, call, email, or text Dan 
Roehl— danroehl@hotmail.com / 507-381-2042).  

Voters’ Meeting and Ladies’ Meeting Today! We have two 

important meetings being held today after the worship service, and I 
would encourage you to take part. This church is not just a building, it is 
the people who gather here as one to receive forgiveness and to praise 
the Lord. That means that this place is not just where you go to worship; 
this is YOUR church. Important decisions will be made today, and I would 
encourage you to bring your voice and your vote to these meetings.  

CLC Call News Pastor Caleb Schaller, Messiah, Eau Claire WI has 

received the call to serve Trinity, Spokane, WA. <> Pastor Mike Wilke, 
Gethsemane, MI has received the call to serve Redeemer, Bowdle, SD and 
Zion, Ipswich, SD.  

Looking Ahead… 
 Jan. 5: Annual Voters’ Meeting 

& Ladies Meeting 
 Jan. 5: Communion and 

Fellowship Snack 
 Jan. 12: Orlando Service 8 am 

mailto:danroehl@hotmail.com


Shut-in/Encouragement List Emily Kuehne suffers from total 

blindness and severe knee pain when standing or walking. Patti Meno 
continues to receive treatment for her kidney condition and is awaiting a 
transplant. Bill Issitt III remains mostly housebound while recovering 
from several health problems. Johanna Jaehnigen remains mostly 
housebound. Crystal Shaw has recently received a positive diagnosis and 
is awaiting more doctor analysis. Bill Hartmann’s health is deteriorating. 
Bill Issitt Sr. is progressing very well. Loye Issitt is receiving regular 
dialysis. Delores Seger is in hospice care at Good Shepherd Hospice in 
Auburndale.  

Last Week (12/25&29) WH – 40   Christmas Day – 25 

General = $1,303| ILC Scholarship = $50 | CLC Missions = $5 
Tuition = $2,075 Total Offering = $3,433 

January Usher: Paul Seger | Cleaning (1/11): Moorehead 
  | Acolyte (1/12): Hayden 

Why the “Benediction”? Excerpt from Daily Rest 

 January 3, 2020 

“Does it do much practical good to hear the pastor say: ‘The Lord bless 

you and keep you’? According to Scripture it does. God told Moses to tell 

Aaron to use the Benediction as worshipers were dismissed. He thereby 

put His name on them and promised to bless them. 

Suppose the founder of Amazon, Jeff Bezos, put his name on you. Once 

adopted into his family, would you have to worry about money ever 

again? Hardly. Or suppose the United States President were to adopt you. 

Would you ever have to stress over personal security? Perhaps, but you 

would be surrounded by Secret Service people 24/7. What if the almighty 

God adopted and put His name on you? Is there anything in heaven or on 

earth that you would need to worry about?  

The Ruler of heaven and earth did adopt us when He brough us to faith. 

He put His name on us in Baptism. God declares this every time we 

receive His benediction at the end of our service. Just as we began the 

service in His name, we conclude it in the same way.” 


