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OPENING RESPONSIVE PSALM (Ps. 121)

(P) 1 lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?

My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

[P) He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not
slumber.

Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

(P) The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand.

The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

[P) The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time
forth and forevermore. Amen.

HYMN: WS #744:1-2 “How Great Thou Art”

(P) We begin our Savior’s worship service today in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:

We come before God recognizing that we are sinful and daily need His forgiveness.

(P) We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him and



deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from conception.
In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not deserve to
be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from
my sin, and take away my guilt.

(P) God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your
guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength
to live according to His will! Amen!

LORD, HAVE MERCY and GLORY TO GOD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:

(P) Let us pray . . . through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING — Genesis 50:15-21 When Joseph's
brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "It may be that
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to
him." 12 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, "Your father gave
this command before he died: 17 'Say to Joseph, "Please forgive the
transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil
to you."" And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants
of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18
His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, "Behold,
we are your servants." *° But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for
am | in the place of God? 2° As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people
should be kept alive, as they are today. 2! So do not fear; | will
provide for you and your little ones." Thus he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.

PSALM READING - Psalm 103:1-13 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all
that is within me, bless his holy name! 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who
heals all your diseases, * who redeems your life from the pit, who
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, > who satisfies you with
good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. ® The LORD works
righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. ” He made known
his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.  The LORD is
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 1° He
does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to
our iniquities. ** For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the
east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from
us. 13 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows
compassion to those who fear him.

(P) Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed

The Apostles’ Creed is a summary of Christian faith as taught by the Apostles. We boldly
confess what God has taught us to believe.

| believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRE-SERMON HYMN: TLH #149 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”

SERMON - Matthew 18:21-35 Then Peter came up and said to him,
"Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As
many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven
times, but seventy times seven. 2 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. 2* When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. > And since he could not pay, his
master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that



he had, and payment to be made. ¢ So the servant fell on his knees,
imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.'
27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and
forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay what you owe.' ?° So
his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with
me, and | will pay you.' 3° He refused and went and put him in prison
until he should pay the debt. 3! When his fellow servants saw what
had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master
summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! | forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me. 3 And should not you have
had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?' 3 And in
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his
debt. 3° So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother from your heart."

Our Father’s Overflowing Forgiveness
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SERMON HYMN: TLH #323:1,3-5 “With Broken Heart”



- OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS -
Followed immediately by the Offering Hymn printed below:

OFFERING HYMN: TLH #788:1

1. Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land.

Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You.

PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER, and BENEDICTION

(P) The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine

upon you and be gracious unto you; The LORD lift up His
countenance upon you and give you His peace.

Amen!

CLOSING HYMN: WS #744:3-4 “How Great Thou Art”

I« Announcements

Mission Festival Sunday has
been pushed back two Sundays to .
October 1. We will have a potluck Looking Ahead...
after church, during which we will
(Lord willing) have a special | T Sept. 18: Ladies meet 3:30p
Mission presentation from Ms. | % Sept. 29: Family Yard Games
Jessica Rodebaugh- or Pastor | $ Qct. 1: Mission Sunday

Rodebaugh depending on the baby
situation. The children will also be
singing during the service. \ J

( R

(children sing & potluck)

2017 South Eastern Delegates Conference is being held
Monday, October 9% through Tuesday, October 10%™. Pastor Rodebaugh
will likely be unable to attend due to the expected arrival of his twins. We
currently have one delegate planning on attending, and we are looking
for one more. If you are interested in representing our congregation as a
delegate, speak to Ed Morris or Pastor for more information.

CLC Call News - The Rev. Mark Weis, pastor of Grace Lutheran, Cape
Coral FL, has accepted the call to St. Luke’s Lutheran, Lemmon SD.

KINSHIP Sponsors Needed - CLC Project KINSHIP provides for
orphans and seminary students in India, Nepal and Africa through the
kind sponsorship of stateside CLC members. Two new Bible
Schools/Seminaries are opening in Togo and the Democratic Republic of




Congo this year, and so there is a new need for sponsors right now. You
can sponsor Togo students at $30 per month or Congo students at $40
per month. In India sponsorships are needed for BELC students at $35
per month and CLCI students at 540 per month. Consider supporting a
student with family members or other families. If you are interested in
sponsoring a man who is preparing for the Lutheran ministry in India or
Africa, please contact KINSHIP Committee member Pastor David
Fuerstenau, 426 Buren Road, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901; (907) 225-2842;
difuerstenau@kpunet.net.

Immanuel Lutheran High School Begins - A few weeks ago the
academic year began at Immanuel Lutheran in Eau Claire, WI. During the
opening service, President Sippert spoke about "The One-Way Street of
Christian Education at Immanuel." High school enrollment begins with
110 total students (33 freshmen, 29 sophomores, 24 juniors, and 24
seniors). We rejoice that this enrollment is slightly higher than last year
and is an increase of three students from what was anticipated. In the
college there are 20 total students with more of these being enrolled full-
time than last year. At this time 11 students are pursuing the teaching
ministry and five are preparing for seminary training. In seminary there
are three students, two of them beginning the program with one vicaring,
Samuel Naumann at Hales Corners, WI. The vicar program provides
practical pastoral experience for seminary students. We thank the Lord
for all the blood-bought souls that will be immersed in His Word during
their Immanuel experience.

Christian Women’s Retreat - The Southeast congregations of the
CLC are organizing the Fourth Annual Southeastern Women’s Retreat for
women of the CLC. It will be held November 10-12, 2017 in Savannah,
Georgia. While hosted by the congregations of Southeastern CLC, all are
invited to join us! Last year a strong number of women from across the
CLC attended, ranging from South Carolina, to Georgia, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Texas and Washington. The estimated cost for the retreat is
between $158 - $371 for the weekend (depending on how many you
share your room with) and includes food and lodging. More details are
available in the separate Registration Form (will be soon available
through your pastor). If you have any questions please contact: Amy
Osborne - (651-329-3662 - newyorker13@hotmail.com) or Pastor
Matthew Hanel (972-733-4535 — hanel95@hotmail.com). Consider some
time this fall to attend the retreat in beautiful Savannah, Georgia where
you will be encouraged and strengthened in Christ.

Last Week (9/03) Attendance: Winter Haven — 43
General = $1584 | Building Fund = $30 | Total Offering = $1614
Usher: Issitt Sr. | Acolyte (9/24): Grant R. | Cleaner (9/23): Galstad
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