December 13, 2017 Midweek Advent Service 2
Organist: Teresa Bernthal
Usher: Steve Goodwin
Acolyte: Joel Bernthal

Advent: A Time for ...

FAITH - Genesis 15:1-6
HOPE - Genesis 22:1-14
LOVE - Genesis 18:32
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I« Order of Worship I«

OPENING PRAYER
Hymn: TLH #64 “Jesus, Thy Church with Longing Eyes”

(P)O Lord, open my lips.
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And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

(P) Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
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Make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
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Ho - ly Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev - er
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shall be: for - ev - er-more. A - men. Al-le-lu - ia!

RESPONSIVE PSALM Selections from Psalm 31

(P)But | trust in you, O LORD; | say, "You are my God."

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my
enemies and from my persecutors!

[P) Make your face shine on your servant; save me in your steadfast love!

O LORD, let me not be put to shame, for | call upon you; let the
wicked be put to shame; let them go silently to Sheol.

(P) Let the lying lips be mute, which speak insolently against the
righteous in pride and contempt.

Love the LORD, all you his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful
but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride.



(P) Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the

LORD!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

-
Reading of the Advent History of Our Lord Luke 1:26-38
RESPONSE: TLH #85:13,15 “From Heaven Above to Earth | Come”

13. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
15. Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.
.

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Brief Statement: Of Redemption

The Brief Statement was written in 1932 to serve as a summary of our doctrinal positions
on the basis of Scripture.

We teach that in the fulness of time the eternal Son of God was made
man, from the Virgin Mary through the operation of the Holy Ghost,
assuming a human nature like ours, yet without sin, and receiving it
to His divine person. Jesus Christ is therefore true God, begotten of
the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary—
true God and true man in one undivided and indivisible person. The
purpose of this miraculous incarnation of the Son of God was that He
might become the Mediator between God and men, both fulfilling the
divine Law and suffering and dying in the place of mankind. In this
manner God reconciled the whole sinful world unto Himself.

Hymn: TLH #55 “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”

Advent: A Time for ... Hope

SERMON TEXT - Genesis 22:1-14 After these things God tested
Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here | am." 2 He
said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains of which I shall tell you." 3 So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,




and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose
and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. > Then
Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; | and the
boy will go over there and worship and come again to you." ® And
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his
son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both
of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!"
And he said, "Here | am, my son." He said, "Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" @ Abraham said,
"God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son."
So they went both of them together. ° When they came to the place
of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on
top of the wood. 1° Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
knife to slaughter his son. ! But the angel of the LORD called to him
from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here lam."
12 He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for
now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me." 3 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns.
And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. * So Abraham called the name of that
place, "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount
of the LORD it shall be provided."
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J3 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy
Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold
me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

THE OFFERING

PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER, and BENEDICTION followed by:
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A—-men, a-men, a - men.

CLOSING HYMN: TLH #56  “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”



