sWinterHaven 10/02/09 In the Name of Jesus John 17:3

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, our Lord,

“What d’ya know?” ... How often have you been asked this question? This was a
guestion that was commonly asked where | grew up in southern Minnesota. Sometimes, the
question was: “What d’ya know for sure?” | noticed that when my father was asked this
guestion he often said: “not much!” | soon realized that when adults asked a friend “what d’ya
know,” It was just a way to begin a conversation.

And yet, “what do you know” is avery important question, isn’tit? All through our lives
we are being asked what we know. In our day there’s so much information coming at us, that we
have to decide what is important to talk about and what is not!

Nearly 2,000 years ago a very well educated man, who certainly new a great deal, wrote
to his congregation: “l determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.” (1Cor. 2:2) Why did the Apostle Paul think it was necessary to know only this one
thing among the Corinthians, when he might have impressed them with his knowledge about
many things? Because unlike all other things we might know and share with others,

THIS KNOWLEDGE IS LIFE ETERNAL!
.

Is it possible to know Jesus Christ and what He did for sure? This is the age of speculation
—evenin many churches. People with strong faith in Christ and the Bible are considered ignorant
and superstitious. But those who are always questioning and challenging the truth of God’s Word
are regarded as enlightened and intelligent. These “thinker-stinkers” are always tinkering with
God’s Word, while they look down on simple, Bible-believing Christians like you and me!

Nearly 50 yearsago an article in “The Atlantic Monthly” magazine asked, “Who Do Men Say
that ! Am?” Jesus asked His disciples that question on the coast of Caesarea Philippi. When they
told Him what others said about Him, He asked: “But who do YOU say that |l am?” (Mt. 16:13 FF.)

It has always been important for His disciples to know Who He is. How did Peter answer?
He said: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus then told Peter that he had been
blessed by the Father in heaven Who had revealed this truth to him.

But the author of the Atlantic Monthly article didn’t mention Peter’s answer or Jesus’
response! Instead, he wrote that when Jesus asked “Who do men say that | am,” He showed
that He was a “man” who was “baffled and intrigued by a destiny of which he was not fully
aware.” “It may be,” the author guessed, “that Jesus went to His death not quite knowing Who
He was!”
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Well now, if Jesus didn’t know Who He is, how can WE know for sure? Later in John
chapter 17 we hear our Lord pray to His Father in heaven that the cup of death might pass from
Him. We hear Him accept the will of His Father for the sake of our salvation from sin, death, and
hell. He certainly sounds like He knew Who He was! So also in our text, He plainly says that only
the knowledge of the One true God brings eternal life and salvation.

All the “thinkers,” of His day thought they knew Jesus to be “the son of Joseph.” But here
in our text is the only time that he calls Himself “Jesus Christ.” Here, in the last moments of His
life, when every one tends to tell the truth, Jesus says that He knows Himself to be “the Christ”



— the “Anointed One” — sent by His heavenly Father!

And this was nothing new! Peter had already confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God. Earlier, Philip had asked, “Lord, show us the Father,” and Jesus answered: ”He
who has seen Me has seen the Father.” (Jn. 14:9) So, to know God is to know Jesus as God
Himself, born of the Virgin to save sinners. And to know this for sure is to know life eternal!
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But this knowledge of Christ is not bare “head knowledge.” The verb “to know” in this
verse is not only about the right information about Christ. The Devil has all the right information
about Christ, but the Devil’s knowledge is NOT “life eternal”! When the believing children of God
sing, “Jesus loves me, this | know,” their knowledge IS “life eternal.”

You and | now Christ truly through FAITH which accepts His invitation to lay our sins, our
worries and troubles upon Him. We truly know Him when our fleshly nature trembles because
of sin and judgment, and yet our spirit rejoices in God our Savior! “To know the only true God
and Jesus Christ Who He has sent” is to enjoy the love and fellowship of our Savior God each day
of our lives, to pray to Him and to delight in His Word.

This knowledge IS life eternal for you THROUGH FAITH RIGHT NOW! Eternal life is not
something we have to wait for; it has begun now, in time, for all who have been reborn and made
alive by the grace of our God! The life Christ has communicated to us by means of His Word IS
life without end!
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God the Holy Spirit has freely given us this knowledge. “For no man can say that Jesus
is the Lord, except by the Holy Ghost.” (1Cor. 12:3) Now what are we going to do with what we
KNOW? Jesus wants us to share what we know. For “God our Savior wants all men to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the Truth.” (1Tim. 2:4) Nearly every day you speak with people
in your community, and in your family. In one way or another, they are often asking: “What do
you KNOW?”

Maybe they are asking for advice because they are in some kind of trouble. Maybe they
want to know the latest news about a person or event. Many are looking for some assurance
that thereisrelief from their present trouble. They want to know whether there is hope for them
in this life and in death.

How should you answer? Should you only guess about the weather, or wonder about
how so-in-so is doing? Should you tell others only about the new car or mattress you think may
be better the best you’ve ever had? Do you ever get around to talking about what you KNOW
FOR SURE, above all other things?

Our LORD says in Jeremiah 9:24: “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the
mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him who glories glory
in this, that he understands and knows Me. That | am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness,
judgment and righteousness in the earth. For in these | delight, says the LORD.”

Are we so worried about the HOW of sharing the gospel power of God unto salvation that
we fail to share it at all? The power to save is in the message, NOT in the way we tell it. The
Prophet Ezekiel was able to bring life to the skeletons in the “Valley of Dry Bones,” NOT because
he was a great preacher with great preaching skills; but because he simply spoke the message
God gave him.

There’s nothing wrong with true humility. But to KNOW that we are poor unworthy sinners



has never stopped the mouths of Christ’s disciples! Imagine the “humble” Virgin Mary being
asked, “What do you know” after delivering the Christ, or after His resurrection. Do you think she
would have answered, “Oh, not much!” Our how about old Simeon, or the thief on the cross?

But YOU KNOW even more than they! You know that Christ’s arose from the dead! You
KNOW that He is God, as He said! You KNOW that you have the forgiveness of sins as He
promised, and you KNOW that YOU shall be raised from the dead as He was! You KNOW the
same peace and joy in Christ! And you KNOW how to grow in “the grace and knowledge of Jesus
Christ” through His Word!

The next time someone asks you to tell them what you know for sure, DO IT! Tell them
what you know BEST, FIRST, AND ABOVE ALL ELSE! Tell them you KNOW “the only true God and
Jesus Christ Whom He has sent”! Tell them that in this knowledge is “life eternal” for you and
forthem! Amen.
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