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As We Gather
Though we call Jesus King of kings, we often do not focus much on the
nature  of  His  kingdom.  Today  we  continue  our  Lenten  midweek  series
exploring how the kings of Judah are a shadow of Christ, the King of kings,
who sits upon the throne of David, His father, forever. Each of the kings in
Chronicles points us to Christ, who fulfills all the kingly promises which the
kings of  Judah were unable to realize  in  themselves.  Today we consider
Jehoshaphat,  great-great-great-grandson of David.  This heir  to  the throne
walked in the ways of his father David and walked in the commandments of
the Lord—at least for a while. Then ambition lured his heart away from the
Lord. The prideful ambition of our sinful hearts can only be answered by the
humble Savior who suffered for our sin, died to sanctify our grave, and rose
that death may reign no more.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                            142 (1-4) – A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

Invocation                                                               Matthew 28:19b

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution           1 John 1:5, 7-9; 2:2; Hebrews 4:16

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 
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P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

T Service of the Word T

Psalm of the Day                                                     Psalm 45:10-17

P Listen, O daughter, Consider and incline your ear; 
C Forget your own people also, and your father’s house; 
P So the King will greatly desire your beauty; 
C Because He is your Lord, worship Him. 
P And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; 
C The rich among the people will seek your favor. 
P The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace; 
C Her clothing is woven with gold. 
P She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors; 
C The virgins, her companions who follow her, shall be brought to  

You.
P With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought; 
C They shall enter the King’s palace. 
P Instead of Your fathers shall be Your sons, 
C Whom You shall make princes in all the earth. 
P I will make Your name to be remembered in all generations; 
C Therefore the people shall praise You forever and ever.

Passion History                                                                 Trial and Denial

Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews
arrested Jesus and bound Him. And they led Him away and brought Him
into the high priest’s house. They led Him to Annas first; for he was high
priest that year. Now it was Caiaphas who gave counsel to the Jews that it
was expedient that one man should die for the people.

And Simon Peter followed Jesus at a distance, and so did the other disciple.
Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the
courtyard of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her
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who kept the door and brought Peter in, right into the courtyard of the high
priest.

And the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals in the midst of
the courtyard stood there, for it was cold. And they warmed themselves. And
Peter stood with them and warmed himself at the fire. And after they had sat
down together, Peter sat down with the servants to see the end.

The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. Jesus
answered  him,  “I  spoke  openly  to  the  world;  I  always  taught  in  the
synagogues, and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I
have said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what
I said to them; indeed, they know what I said.”

And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest like
that?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil;
but if well, why do you strike Me?”

Then Annas sent Jesus bound to Caiaphas the high priest; and with him were
assembled all  the chief priests,  the elders, and the scribes. And the chief
priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to
put Him to death; and found none, even though many false witnesses came
forward. For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did
not agree.

But at last two false witnesses came forward, and bore false witness against
Him, saying, “This Fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and
to build it in three days.’” But not even then did their testimony agree.

And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You
answer nothing? What is it that these men testify against You?” But Jesus
kept silent, and answered nothing. And the high priest asked Him, saying to
Him, “I adjure You by the living God that You tell us if You are the Christ,
the  Son  of  God,  the  Son  of  the  Blessed?”  And  Jesus  said,  “I  am.
Nevertheless I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy!
What further need do we have of witnesses? What do you think?” They
answered and said, “He is deserving of death!” Then some began to spit in
His face. And the men who held Jesus mocked Him. They blindfolded Him
and struck Him the face and asked Him, “Prophecy to us, Christ; who is the
one that  struck You?” And many other  things they blasphemously spoke
against Him.
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Now  Peter  was  sitting  outside,  below  in  the  courtyard.  And  a  certain
servant-girl, one of the servant-girls of the high priest, the one who kept the
door, saw Peter warming himself as he sat by the fire. She came to him, and
said, “You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am
not.” She said, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.” She looked intently at
him and said, “This man was also with Him.” But Peter denied it before
them  all  saying,  “Woman,  I  do  not  know  Him,  I  neither  know  nor
understand what  you are saying.” And he went out  on the porch.  And a
rooster crowed.

And after  a  little  while,  when  he  had  gone  out  to  the  gateway,  another
servant-girl saw him and began to say to those who stood by, “This fellow
also was with Jesus of Nazareth. This is one of them.” Therefore they said to
him, “You are not one of His disciples, are you?” And again he denied it
with an oath. He said, “Man, I am not. I do not know the Man.”

Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying,
“Surely this fellow also was with Him; for he is a Galilean.” Those who
stood by said to Peter: “Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean,
and your speech shows it.” One of the servants of the high priest, a relative
of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the garden with
Him?” Peter therefore denied it again. He began to curse and swear, saying
“I do not know this Man of whom you speak!” And immediately, while he
was still speaking, a rooster crowed a second time.

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter called to mind the word
of the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you
will deny Me three times.” And when Peter thought about it, he went out
and wept bitterly.

Hymn                              473 (1-2, 4-5) – The Church's One Foundation
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Sermon Text                                        2 Chronicles 17:1-6; 18:1-3; 19:1-7
1 Then Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place, and strengthened himself
against Israel. 2 And he placed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah, and
set garrisons in the land of Judah and in the cities of Ephraim which Asa his
father  had  taken.  3 Now  the  LORD  was  with  Jehoshaphat,  because  he
walked in the former ways of his father David; he did not seek the Baals,
4 but sought the God of his father, and walked in His commandments and
not according to the acts of Israel.  5 Therefore the LORD established the
kingdom in his hand; and all Judah gave presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had
riches and honor in abundance. 6 And his heart took delight in the ways of
the LORD; moreover he removed the high places and wooden images from
Judah. 1 Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and by marriage he
allied himself with Ahab. 2 After some years he went down to visit Ahab in
Samaria;  and Ahab killed sheep and oxen in abundance for him and the
people who were with him, and persuaded him to go up with him to Ramoth
Gilead.  3 So Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will
you go with me against Ramoth Gilead?” And he answered him, “I am as
you are, and my people as your people; we will be with you in the war.”
1 Then  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  returned  safely  to  his  house  in
Jerusalem. 2 And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and
said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked and love those who
hate  the  LORD?  Therefore  the  wrath  of  the  LORD  is  upon  you.
3 Nevertheless good things are found in you, in that you have removed the
wooden images from the land, and have prepared your heart to seek God.”
4 So Jehoshaphat  dwelt  at  Jerusalem;  and he went  out  again  among the
people from Beersheba to the mountains of Ephraim, and brought them back
to  the  LORD  God  of  their  fathers.  5 Then  he  set  judges  in  the  land
throughout all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city,  6 and said to the
judges, “Take heed to what you are doing, for you do not judge for man but
for the LORD, who is with you in the judgment. 7 Now therefore, let the fear
of the LORD be upon you; take care and do it, for there is no iniquity with
the LORD our God, no partiality, nor taking of bribes.”

Strange Bedfellows: Jehoshaphat
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Offertory                                179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                    554 (1-2, 5-6) – All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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