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As We Gather   
Imagine, late one night, you notice the house across the street is on fire. You
see no activity inside. You say to yourself, “Pounding on the door in the
middle of the night might scare the family. I’m sure they’ll realize what’s
going on eventually.” Ridiculous! You would never do that! To let a family
sleep while flames surround them would be cruel. Your inaction would make
you  a  killer.  The  truth  is  you  would  pound  on  their  door  at  3:00  AM,
screaming. You would throw a brick through their front window if that was
what it took to warn them. You would not care if it startled the family. This
is a matter of life and death! Love compels you to do whatever it takes. God
wants the people of his church to be willing to say hard things to people
when that is what is necessary to save them from an even worse type of fire.
Warning against sin is not easy. It upsets people, even offends them. But
saying hard things is the loving thing to do when it is a matter of eternal life
and death.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                        3 – Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P Beloved of God: Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins

to God our Father, asking Him, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
grant us forgiveness.

C Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer: we confess that we are  
sinful  by  nature,  and have  sinned  against  You in  our thoughts,  
words, and actions. We have not loved You above all  things. We  
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Have mercy on us, and, 
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us our sins.

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt 
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to His will.

C Amen.
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T The Service of the Word T

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                Kyrie

Glory to God in the Highest                                      Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Epistle Reading                                                      Galatians 2:6-11
11 Now  when  Peter  had  come  to  Antioch,  I  withstood  him  to  his  face,
because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he
would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated
himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.  13 And the rest of the
Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried
away  with  their  hypocrisy.  14 But  when  I  saw  that  they  were  not
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all,
“If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why
do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? 15 We who are Jews by nature, and
not sinners of the Gentiles,  16 knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the law but  by faith in Jesus Christ,  even we have believed in
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Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ  and not by the
works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.

Psalm of the Day                                                         Psalm 32:1-7

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
C Whose sin is covered. 
P Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, 
C And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
P When I kept silent, my bones grew old 
C Through my groaning all the day long. 
P For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 
C My vitality was turned into the drought of summer. 
P I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not hidden. 
C I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” And You  

forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray to You In a time when 

You may be found; 
C Surely in a flood of great waters They shall not come near him. 
P You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; 
C You shall surround me with songs of deliverance.

Gospel Reading                                                    Matthew 18:15-20
15 “Moreover  if  your  brother  sins  against  you,  go and tell  him his  fault
between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.
16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth
of  two or  three witnesses  every word may be established.’  17 And if  he
refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the
church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. 18 “Assuredly, I
say  to  you,  whatever  you  bind  on  earth  will  be  bound  in  heaven,  and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 “Again I say to you
that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be
done  for  them by  My Father  in  heaven.  20 For  where  two  or  three  are
gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”

5



Alleluia
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.

Confession of Faith                                                 Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit,  born of  the  virgin Mary,  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will  come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection of  the  body,  and  the  life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn                                             331 – Yea, as I Live, Jehovah Saith

Sermon Text                                                             Ezekiel 33:7-11
7 “So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore you shall  hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me.
8 When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you
do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. 9 Nevertheless if you
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he
shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 10 “Therefore you,
O  son  of  man,  say  to  the  house  of  Israel:  ‘Thus  you  say,  “If  our
transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine away in them, how can
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we then live?” ’ 11 Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way
and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house
of Israel?’

Confronting Sin is True Love
I. You Show Love When You Rescue

II. You’re Shown Love When You’re Rescued

Offertory 

Hymn                             242 – Father of Heaven, Whose Love Profound

Offering
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Offering Hymn                                                                                788 (1)

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.
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Hymn                                                 496 – Hark! the Voice of Jesus Crying

“Lord,  Have Mercy” – Tune:  © 2000 John C Reim.  Used by permission.  “A New Song
Liturgy”  –  Texts  and  Tunes:  Michael  Burkhardt  ©  1995,  Morningstar  Music
Publications/Birnamwood Publications. Used by permission. Hymns and liturgical settings
under copyright are reprinted with permission under One License #A-741527. All  Rights
Reserved. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

T Announcements T

Upcoming Schedule
September 3 9:15 am Bible Class

10:15 am Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
11:15 am Board of Elders

September 10 8:00 am Worship Service (Orlando)
10:15 am Worship Service (Winter Haven)

September 17 9:15 am Bible Class
10:15 am Worship Service

Upcoming Meetings: The following is our schedule of meetings through the
annual meeting in January:

• October 1 – Board of Trustees/Church Council
• November 5 – Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
• November 19 – Board of Education
• December 3 – Board of Elders/Church Council
• December 17 – Board of Trustees/Church Council
• January 7 – Annual Voters’ Meeting

Weekly Sermon Podcast:  For nearly 65 years, the CLC’s Ministry by Mail
has been producing print sermons for distribution. Originally this was done
by postal mail, especially for members living at a distance from their home
church or serving in the military. With the arrival of the internet, sermons
began being sent by email and posted online (www.lutheransermons.org).
This past Advent, Ministry by Mail began offering audio versions of their
sermons through weekly Podcast services. You can find these sermons on
most major podcast platforms such as Google, Apple Podcasts, and Spotify
by  searching  “CLC  Ministry  by  Mail.”  Hit  “subscribe”  or  “follow”  to
receive notifications of weekly uploads. Contact  Ministry by Mail editor,
Nathan Pfeiffer, for more information – editor@lutheransermons.org
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Chapels from ILC: With school back in session we are once again blessed
with a wonderful resource for our spiritual growth and nourishment. Daily
chapel  services  from  Immanuel  Lutheran  High  School,  College,  and
Seminary in Eau Claire, WI feature devotions based on God’s Word that are
a great way to start your day, or take a break from your busy schedule and
refresh your soul. You can access these chapel services anytime by visiting
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/morning-chapel-from-ilc.

Pacific Coast Women's Retreat: Gethsemane Lutheran Church of Spokane
Valley, WA is hosting a Women's Retreat, October 6-8, 2023 at Ponderosa
Lodge in Cusick, WA. The congregation extends an invitation to all of the
sisters in Christ across the CLC and will welcome you warmly if you are
able to attend. The theme of the retreat is "Grow in Grace" and is based
upon Psalm 1:3, "He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its
fruit  in  its  season,  and  its  leaf  does  not  wither.  In  all  that  he  does,  he
prospers."  There  will  be  four  main  sessions  and  four  devotions.  Other
activities may include small group book discussion, outdoor activities such
as zip line, archery, canoe/kayaking, and more. The price is $150 for the full
weekend  which  includes  five  meals.  Daily  rates  are  also  available  for
participants  who  can't  stay  the  whole  weekend.  Go  to:
https://gethsemaneclc.org/events/pacific-coast-womens-retreat  to  get  more
information, to sign-up for email updates, and to register.

CLC Call News: Pastor David Pfeiffer of Holy Trinity Lutheran in West
Columbia,  SC  is  considering  the  call  to  be  the  third  pastor  at  Messiah
Lutheran in Eau Claire, WI.

  Fruits of Faith          September 3, 2023 WH: 44
Immanuel Home $1,683.54
Building $100.00
Property Improvement $100.00
Sign Fund $60.00
Total $1,943.54

T Serving Next Weekend T
Cleaner (9/16): Custodio        Acolyte (9/17): Maxwell Kuehne
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T Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions T
September 11 - September 16

Monday: John 5:1-9a – A man at the pool of Bethesda has been afflicted by
almost four decades of suffering, with no relief in sight. Jesus knows this
and shows mercy greater even than the man’s affliction. His healing enables
the man at once to follow His Word, to take up his bed and walk. 

Tuesday: John 5:9b-14 – Where Jesus shows mercy (yesterday’s reading),
others are more concerned about their rules for keeping the Sabbath. Jesus,
who heals in order to help, not to gain fame, slips away into the crowd, but
later reminds the man that it is to a new life (sin no more, v14) that he has
been called. 

Wednesday: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 – The apostle is full of thanksgiving for
the mercy shown to him by the Lord Jesus. That Christ Jesus came into the
world to  save not  the  worthy,  but  sinners,  blasphemers,  persecutors,  and
violent people is nothing short of astonishing! To God be the glory! 

Thursday: Psalm 50:14-20 – The Lord speaks to His people in this Psalm,
inviting their offerings and requests for help in the day of trouble. For those
who recite the words but rely on sinful ways, He has sterner words. 

Friday: Psalm 50:21-23 – Although God knows what the wicked are doing
and will  surely come in judgment,  He still  calls  to them, and mercifully
holds before them the salvation of God. Oh, that they might turn from their
evil ways! 

Saturday: 1 John 5:14-21 – The fruit of God’s mercy toward us is that we
pray with confidence to Him, that  we pray for one another,  and that  we
avoid  sinful  ways.  As  Jesus  told  the  man  at  Bethesda  to  sin  no  more
(Jn5:14), so the apostle urges here: “Dear Children, guard yourselves from
idols” (v21).
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